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TO MR. ALEXANDER MATHER, 


As a REPLY to his ADDENDA to the nnn 
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An EPISTLE to my Friends in particular, 


and the Methodiſts in general, 


| much eſteemed brethern and friends in our chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, I am apprehenfive you will be a 
little ſurpriſed to find me begin to take a part in theſe diſ- 
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treſſing affairs; and eſpecially taking aſide, perhaps con- 
| trary to your mind and will: and more ſo, as I expect you 
: will be ſaying we thought both your profeſſion and practice 
Verte to ſeek the ſalvation of ſouls in particular, and the 
peace of all in general. | 

; In anſwer, I can truly ſay, this is what I have been ai 
*ing at for many years, And if T know my own heart at 
"preſent, it is as much ſo now as ever it was. And Jam well 
| perſvauud, while Satan is the god of this world, there will 
be troubles ie me church of Chriſt. 

} Burt you would not thing that I have been without feeling 
on account cf the hinderances the goſpel meets with in 
general; much leſs thoſe, in particular, among ourſelves. 
| But I have refrained from taking any part, becauſe | have 
been afraid, (conſidering all circumſtances, with the views 
of the parties,) I could do no good. 

Very likely you will ſay, why do you meddle now, and 
take the wrong fide? 1 wilt anſwer the laſt firſt, becauſe it 
will be ſhort, and then the firſt, as it includes my defign in 
writing this epiſtle. 

I. The reaſon why I take the fide of the ſmall and de- 
7860 minority, is in the words of the celebrated author of 
the Fool of Quzhty—where the young hero anſwers the 
1idy's queſtion. * That he thought it his duty to take the 
part of izjured innocence rather than ſupport that of power 
and ſubtlety,” For I never could underſtand that Mr, K. 
was charged with, or even ſuſpected of, any crime, but 
differing in judgment concerning temporal circumſtances, 
diſcretional economy, &c. not eſſential to ſalvation. 

2. How ut came to pals that I at laſt began, was as fol- 
Jows. The day before laſt quarter-meeting, Mr. R 
clas our place in his way thither. After preaching, &c. 
e made up our quarterage, and as uſual I delivered it to 
him. He ſpoke of the intended watch-night, and whether 
could not be with them as it was ſo near. Though I did 
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not promiſe, I walked over in the afternoon; and I was 
very happy to find all the preachers, leaders, ſtewards, and 
trultees, (except one) apparently in as great friendſhip and 
harmony together as could be imagined, or even deſired ; 
and in a very loving manner reflected on me for not coming 


to dine with them, &c. Mr. R had juſt been ap- 
pointing Mr. H. to preach, but deſired I would ſpeak next 
after him. Mr. H. with great courteſy devolved the 
preaching upon me; but I with due deference returned 
it to him again, &c. 

In a little interim, Mr. R. was giving a perſon belong- 
ing to another circuit ſome printed ſheets of paper, to dil- 
tribute in the ſocieties in his neighbourhood, &c. and gave 
me one. | {aw tt was called a Proteſt againſt a Manchefter 
ddreis, ſigned by a number cf local preachers, &c. &Cc. 
&c. with an Addenda, by Mr. Mather. I put it into my 
pocket, intending to give it the reading {ome time as I kad 
done a few other things of the like kind, thai nad fallen 
into my hands; and then laid em cn the lumber heap, 

When t the preaching time came, we went to the chapel, 
where a very thin congregation gathered; conſequently, I 
looked on them to be, and doubt not but they were a ſelect 
few of the beſt people in the town. But as ſoon as the 
preacher had opened his commiſſion, he began to lay down 
{uch matter, and in ſuch a form and manner, as could not 
fail of bringing to our rememberance a commiſſion a certain 
prophet once had, to ſtamp with his feet, beat with his fiſts, 
and cry aloud, and not ſpare. | 

I ſoon ſaw the truſtees, &c. lay their hands on their 
faces, and their faces down on the front of their pews, &c. 
and as he alſo turned about to me, I thought of ſtanding up 
and turning my face to the wall; but recolle&ting myſelf tobe 
intirely a ſtranger too, and innocent of all his circumſtantial f 
charges, I determined to keep my ſeat with my head up, and 
Iſo my face uncovered. but in lefs than two hours there 
was a calm, and an apology made for taking up ſo much 
time; but Mr. R——, with a heart full of innocent appro- 
bation, ſpoke aloud, „you might have continued half an 
hour langer: with that encouragement, he proceeded. 
another half hour, in another title of office, and then hand- 
ed me to the preſence frontier. | 3 

But I N like one lately at the foot of Mount Sinai, 
that it was well I had for a while the me of one who had 
been at Mount Zion, and Bethel to lean upon, * frog 
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wo finding the elements in my ſphere become ſerene, I was de- 
| ' termined not to lift up any ſtandard againſt the diſplay of 
„ the preceding banners; I therefore for a any of an hour, 
f at leaſt, pointed out the bleſſed effects of the Spirit which 
H is of God, &c. After prayer, Mr. R concluded, and 
> | we returned to our former room of harmony and peace, 
f where a few preſent did not fail to teſtify their x 3 gy 
5 of the diſcourſe, as it was called. But as I could not join 
411 in that, ſomething, like good breeding, prompted me not 
co interrupt them, in their apparent happy converſation, 

5 by my ſilence, any more than by my words. For one ſaid, 
— 1 he could have heard him a full mile. He ſaid a certain 
& I lectuary had cleared his voice, &c. The other ſaid if he 
de * could meet with it, he would eat it all up, if it would make 
; him preach ſo, &c. I therefore begged to be excuſed, and 
= \ withdrew to my lodging. 

7 3 But when I entered the houſe, my friend lifted both his 
5 hands and eyes up to me, ſaying, we ſurely now have heard 
ml Mr. H for the laſt time, &c. What think you? I ſaid 
1 9 J was a ſtranger to it, and muſt acknowledge it was very 
* ſtrange to me. He then told me how he began railing 
i againſt Mr. K. the very firſt Sunday-night he came to that 
he Chapel; and alfo that there had been an anonymous letter 
vn © Conveyed to the truſtees, containing very abuſive language, 
ot About a perſon they let preach in the chapel, xc. Next 
4 ; morning, perſons who had heard, and others who had not 
= | heard of it, came to my friend's with diſturbed thoughts, 

generally concluding, they could hear him no more, or not 
1 any more to profit. : : 
oy Before I came home I called on my friends, with whom 
Gl I have had a very kind intimacy far ſeveral years. Aſkin 
A : me what was amiſs, as 1 did not look well; I aſked if no- 
1 7 ; thing was amiſs with them? they ſaid no,—I replied no! 
—_ j Who are thoſe workers with 'the d—, vea d ed 5 
und among yourſelves, &c. then? was it all about nothing laſt 
wel night? To which I received mo anſwer; for a conſcientious 
BEY lence overwhelmed us all. But an elderly gentleman (of 
"A ; the ſociety) in the houſe broke ſilence, and coufirmed my 


ded words and apprehenſions of the ſabject; though in an oppoſite 
ind. rain —faying, why they are d—s and w—s, with the d—l 
und- all are they not? and went out of doors. I then wrote, and 
ſent a line by a little child, defiring to ſpeak with Mr, H. 


my, for without ſpeaking to himſelf, as my brother, I found I 
2 could not have a clear conſcience. He toon came; bur 
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after I had aſked one queſtion, I found he had no conſciouſ- 
neſs of being too harſh, much leſs wrong: ſo I declined 
ſaying any more. 

As I walked home, I thought—what ſhould I have to 
ſay to the Almighty in ſecret if I had delivered that diſ- 
courſe to that people in public? And when I got home, I 
. fat down and wrote a confeſſion, making it my own caſe, in 
ſuppoſition. This a few days afterwards I read to a friend 
as I was coming through the town; but it being market- 
day, did not ſtop to talk upon the ſubject, not ſuſpecing 
but he would underſtand it, and my defign in writing it. 
After looking it over again, I thought I would have it 
printed, in hopes it might be uſe fal, as a ſatire, to ſtop ſuch 
raſh proceedings. Accordingly J prefixed an enigmatical 
title and advertiſement, then took it to the preſs. But two 
or three days after, awful news came—that Mr. H. was 
ſuddenly ſeized, when riding in ——+—; and when found 
in the lane, was carried to the neareſt houſe, and put to bed; 
but whether he would recover or not, was very doubtful, 
1 directly ſaid in my heart, it is enough, O Lord! now my 
hand ſhall not be upon him: ſo went directly and ſtopped 
the preis, which was ſetting at the very time. And there 
was ſuch fimilarity between it and his illneſs, as was very 
itriking. 

A few days after this two men came, as friends, to inform 
me that on account of that paper had read at , they 
were afraid I ſhould be brought into trouble, for ſuch a 
lawyer had orders to demand it of me, and if ut could be 
o conſtrued, I ſhould be proſecuted for a libel. Accord- 
inply I went next day and heard from the lawyer and per- 
tons, concerned the following account, how it all had 
riſen. The perſon I had read the manuſcript to, had miſ- 
takenly underſtood, and fo ſaid Mr. H. had written it to 
me, confeſſing his error with great remorſe, &c. &c. &e. 
Inis produced ſuch effects, as is worth obſerving, to the 
credit of the methodiſte ; that is, when they underſtood 
Mr. II had acknowledged his error, one ſaid if ſo, I 
can hear him again; another ſaid, I can look over all that 
is pat: and in ſliort, all the truſtees, &c. were ready to 
receive him, with open arms. This abundantly ſhews the 
people's love and eſteem for their preachers. But when he 
came to town, and they ſaw no appearance of what they 
had heard ; but on the contrary, he ſaid he knew nothing 
of it; they were more dillitisfied than before. For they 
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underſtood it was ſuch an echo to the harangue, that ſome 
one muſt have written it that heard Vat, if Mr. H had 
not done it himſelf. And as this lawyer heard it, it was 
ſurmiſed he had done it: ſo to clear himſelf, (and he ſaid 
by Mr. H—'s order) he muſt know the author; which, 
after confirmation of our former friendſhip, we who were 
preſent, and alſo acting for all who might be conſidered as 
concerned, I told them I was the ſole author; and not only 
ſo, but it would have now been diſperſed, in print, if Mr. 
H. had not been ſo ſuddenly taken ill. 

After this, I made ſome obſervations on Mr. Mather's 
Addenda to the Mancheſter Proteſt ; but before I ſent it to 
print, Meſſrs. Pawſon and Mather's Addreſs was given me, 
which I am ſorry to find ſo blame-worthy, as certainly mult 
be acknowledged by every unprejudiced perſon, duly con- 
ſidering all the concerns. 

Thus, dear friends, eſteeming your favour the greateſt 
felicity beneath the ſkies, I recommend myſelf to your ap- 
probation, or cenſure, only begging you to conſider this 
one obſervation, That pious and uſeful paſtors, and teachers, 
as you believe Meſſrs. P. and M. to be, are in general 
eſteemed with all who have the benefit of their inſtructions ; 
and conſequently with all who are like minded with them, 
though they only hear of their character. Now if you al- 
low ſuch may have any frailties, infirmities, or may make any 
miſtakes, or have any darnel among their good wheat, is it 
not often conſecrated with their excellencies. And in that 
way is taken into the body of the church, like poiſon into 
the human body, with the moſt pleaſant food. 

After reading and conſidering the hiſtories of all churches 
that have come in my way, I find this is the chief door by 
which evils have entered among the good people of God, 
in all ages. And as the paradiſiacal mellenium you know 
full well, is not yet fully come, the apoſtle's injunction to 
try all things, and only hold faſt that which proves good, 
may be your duty and privilege, as it is that of your affec- 
tionate brother and ſervant, Tromas Shaw. 

Mr. Mather, 

The Almighty knov's, and is my witneſs to, and with 
my general conduct, how carefully I have avoided concern- 
ing myſelf with, and how unwillingly I begin to take any 
part in theſe diſputes, But as the Biba of Landaff'writivg 
to Thomas Payne, on a particular paſſage, ſaith ** c olus/; 
would be a crime,“ {0 when I lately faw in your adden da 70 
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the Mancheſter Proteſt, ſuch daring inſinuations, wrong re- 
preſentations, and bold declarations, I will not ſay coolneſs, 
but longer ſilence, I believe, would be a crime in me. 
Therefore not daring before Almighty God, and againſt 
my own conſcience, to refrain any longer, eſpecially when 
you inſinuate Mr. Weſley died inſolyent,” repreſenting 
yourſelf and partners, as being in danger from not being 
able to pay his debts; and in another place, boldly decla- 
ring, all the money” collected from all the ſocieties for 
their different purpoles, ** ours to be ſure /”” meaning to do 
what ye pleaſe with. Is not this enough to make a ſtoic 
feel for all the poor methodiſt ſocieties ? 

1. As to Mr. Weſley dying in ſuch circumſtances, I deny 
the fact, and challenge you, Mr. Mather, to produce true 
accompts to prove it. Whether you mean the methodiſt 
finances at large, of Kingſwood School, yearly collection, 
preachers fund, and the book trade; or whether you mean 
the printing and book accompt only, at Mr. Wefley's de- 
ceaſe: you cannot but be aſſured it is very well known to 
others, as well as to yourſelves, that there were only a few 
ſmall legacies to pay, according to his will, beſides a part 
of Mr. Charles Weſley's copy-right, out of all the ready 
.money and ſtock in hand: at leaſt, half as many thouſands 
(I think) as hundreds on demand. And the reſt was left, 
to be kept like the gooſe in the fable, to lay golden eggs 
to aſſiſt the cauſe of religion among the methodiſts, as the 
earth helped the woman, Rev. x11. 14. 

But after ye have ſpent thouſands of the poor methoZitts 
collections vainly in law, Kc. to get the power, ye ſtill ſo 
earneſtly covet after. O ſhocking ! ye ſtill proceed farther, 
and even venture to inſult the 7%“ of Him ye pretend to ho- 
nour, and whole memory ye certainly ought to revere, in 
a better manner. Yea, daring! as it were, to put your 
hands into that /acred wn! And with thoſe unhallowed 
(not to ſay ſacrilegious) fingers, rake out his mouldering 
duſt, and throw it in the 1aces, intentionally to blind the 
eyes of all the people called methodiſts; perhaps generally 
allowed to be the moſt virtuouſly godly in all Great Britain, 
&c. I think twenty, yea fiſteen, or even ten ycars fince, 
ve would have ſaid, are thy ſervants dogs, that we ſhould 
do theſe things? 2 Kings viii. 13. But O! pre-cminency, 
power, &c. what will not men do for you ? | 


It is reported“ Pope Sixtus the 5th fold his ſoul to he 


devil for ever, with this condition, that he might firſl have 
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the joy, pleaſure, and glory of the popedom for ſeven 
years.” And how can we tell where theſe men will ſtop ? 
For already they ſtoop very low to graſp the keys. And 
indeed, Mr. Mather, you avow it more plainly than I ever 
expected to ſee you do, in print. Your own words are 
e taat much as I and others have and do defire an execu- 
ive government amongit us,” &. Afoniſoing! But how 
much, who can tell? unleſs they could be in your aſpiring 
heart, or have your aſpiring heart in them. Undoubtedly 
you mean one to your own mind; for there is every reaſon 
to believe, ſo much as you defire that executive govern- 
ment, {o much 40 you deſire to be head of che execution. 
And you know the word hath ſeveral acceprations ; and you 
alſo know I have liberty, yea a right to take it, as my fears 
dictate, you mean it, in that ſhrewed paragraph, even in 
the worſt ſenſe. Then you know I may look at you Mr. 
Mather, as deſiring to be head of the ſynod, head of the 
council, head of the conclzve, or head of the whole com- 
munity of which you are a member, (of chat I have no 
doubt) in the ſame way as the biſhop of Rome calls himſelf, 
and 1s by that community eſteemed. 

I had carried this much farther, but I ſuppreſs it at pre- 
ſent, at the deſite of your friends, only I mult appeal to 
them, with you, that if we had known biſhops Gardner, 
Benner, or any other chief inquiſitors, or popes, & o. or 
even Robeſpicre, wheu they had no more power than you 
have now. Unleſs jt appeared they were then more teng- 
cious of their own wills, &c. than you are now, we have 
no reaſon againſt our fears, that you would ad as they did 
if you could get the fame powers and the opportunities they 
had. And it we only take notice of one inſtance now, as a 
ſpecimen of what you wweald as, by what you now do, in act- 
ing or uſing the power the methodiſts Zermits you; for I will 
not bear fo heard upon vou at preſent as to ſay you have 
uſurped it. 

J have neither ſpoke with, written to, nor received word 
or line from Mr. K. But | was informed lately, that after 
he, his wife and children (if they have any) had been turned 
out of bread,—out of houſe and harbour, into the wide 
wilderneſs of this world : by what 1s vulgarly called con- 
ference; Meſſrs. Mather and Pawſon were {till purſuing 
him with perſecuting pamphlet or pamphlets; like the 
pouring out of a flood after the woman, Rev. xli. 15, &c. 
endeavouring to depreciate him in the eſteem of all, . 
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ſors and profane, ſaying he was but a ſervant, &c. before 
he travelled, 

Now Query—If you had power in this our native Coun- 
try, and could by legal authority, would you not as freely, 
and realy confine him in a priſon, as you excluded him from 
the connection? And if he would ſtill attempt to defend 
himſelf, either with his pen or tongue, would you not give 
vour conſent to have his hands and tongue tied, fettered, 
<c. Kc. and fo by degrees, why not come to holy Wiſhart, 
or Servetes' fate, &c. &c. I never had much acquaintance 
with him, but I know he travelled with R. C. Brackenbury, 
Kiq. preaching, &c. as Mr. Bradiord, and ober preachers. 
always travelled with the Rev. Mr. Weſley; and I know 
his Father and Brothers are creditable tradeſmen; and I 
believe allowed to be as creditable chriſtians—- members, 
ſtewards, leaders, &c. in the methodiſt ſociety, as Meſlrs. 
Mather and Pawſon ever were. As Mr. V/ hitfeld uſed to 
ſav, ſinners rambled away from God, and he muſt needs, in 
his preaching, ramble after them to bring them back, ſo 
with the meaſure you have meeted to this injured man, L 
hope to be excuſed for meaſuring it back again; tho' I 
would far rather have imitated you in ſomething better, 

Pray then Mr. Alex. Mather what was you, before you 
travelled ? Anſwer---you have becn humble enough years 
fince, to tell us you was a baker's fervant in London. And 
are you now become ſuch a malter, that in compariſon of 
yourſelf, others muſt be looked upon as mere pea? boys z 
ſuch an Iſraelite, that you muſt ſpeak of and treat others as 
Samaritans; ſuch a Levite, that others muſt be cried out 
againſt as baſe Ephraimites: while in efet, you ſay, 
Ephraim, he hath mixed himſelf among the people: Ephraim 
is a cake not turned,” Hof. 7. 8. J ſhould have tranſcribed 
molt of the preceding verſes about the oven and its heat, 
&c. and ſhown vou in what way 1 think they are applicable 
to you; and fo how you ought to take them to yourſelf ; 
but I would rather be too brief, than too prolix; and rather 
recommend you to turn to them in your bible, than nll my 
paper with it at preſent. But if you do continue to explain 
ſcripture wrong, to endeavour to ſct up your kind of exe- 
cutive power, | may enlarge another time to help you right. 

And pray Mr. John Pawſon what was you hefore you 
travelled ? Anſwer---you have been lowly enough in times 
paſt, to inform us that you was a working flone-maſon; and 
ſurely we know full well, you have not forgot the uſe af 
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the in/inuating flone-Jaw, to clean, and diſunite the cloſeſt 
connexions to ſuit your own purpoſes, and raiſe your own 
fabric according to the pattern, not received, but conceived 


on the mount of your own imaginations. Nor hath the 


power of the great rough dreſſing hammer left your ſeien- 
tific genius without the remembrance of its neceſſary utility, 
to break in pieces all thoſe ſtones that will not come within 
your ſquare ; orlie in the building, according to your rule ! 

If any who hear or ſee theſe lines, and know the circum- 


ſtances and cauſes as well as I do, and likewiſe have known 


the men, and their communications and proceedings as long 
as I have, and ſtill think this needs an apology, I promiſe to 
make it when ſuch perſons have preached me a rational ſer. 
mon, according to the analogy of bible faith, from that 
text, Prov. 26, 5. For (do not miſtake me) it is no reproach 


to be in a loss tation, as ſuch: nor blameworthy to riſe by 


honeſt induſtry, and the improvement of our abilities, and 
the good Providence of the Almighty God. No, as Mr. Gray 
in his excellent elegy obſerves, (if [ remember right) 


«© There may be many diamonds unpoliſhed in the maſs of earth, &c. 
4 And many flowers in the wilderneſs unſeen, &c. 

„Mea, many a Hampden, Milton, Cromwell, &c. 

«© Might have had the applauſe of liſtening crowds, or the attention 
« Of wiſe ſenates : or, even ſway'd ſceptres, &c. 

« But their lot forbad: Nor circumſcrib'd alone 

„Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd.“ 


A Search for Truth in Meſſrs. Pawſon and 
Mather's Addreſs. 


== peculiar faculty of ſpeech, to communicate our 
meaning one unto another by different articulate 
ſounds, is, what eminently diftinguiſhes the ſuperiority ot 
rational beings, above all the other parts of animated-crea- 
tion; and the art of writing (which I ſuppoſe all Chriſtians 
as well as Jews, believe, was firſt taught by the Almighty, 
is of ſuch utility to convey our thoughts, ſo far beyond th 
reach of the ſaund of our voices, that all attempts to ſet fort 
its value, are loſt like ſound in the diſtant landſcape. Br 
this, like other bleſſings, to raiſe rationality into union wit 
Divinity, as on the ſteps of Jacob's ladder, if wrong applie« 
milaſed, or abuſed ; the greater it is, the greater conden 
natic. 
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nation it certainly involves the Agents under. But where 
credit is given for the purity of the intention, arguments 
are allowed for elucidating the propoſitions z which gene- 
rally may be made as plain as mathematical demonſtrations. 
For inſtance: if a company of minersdiſcover a bed of coal on 
the ſide of a hill, and the greateſt quantity and beſt quality is 
not on the ſurface, ſome diſpute may ariſe about the beſt, or 
moſt ad vantagous way of working it. But ifafter examination 
it be found, that the ground riſes two inches per yard above, 
and the bed dips one inch per yard below the level, eigh- 
teen yards from the entrance will be found one yard and a 
half below the ſurface, and fo for any given diſtance. By 
comparing this with former works of the like kind and 
nature, which ſuch men have been acquainted with, they 
will be enabled to conclude concerning the manner of ope- 
ration; and fo I expect it will be allowed concerning all 
tranſactions, in all caſes and circumſtances in this world. 
Now if in this pamphlet (entitled an Affectionate Addreſs 
to the Methodiſt Societies, in which ſome notice is taken of 
the falſe accuſations of Alex. Kilham, and at the end of it 
ſigned J. Pawſim and A. Mat ber,) which is come to my 
ſight (of which I had only juſt heard before) when 1 wrote 


my former letter to you, (Mr. Mather). I ſay if in it, 1 


find matters of fact, proving the truſtees, &c. wrong, and 
Mr. Kilham falſe, &c. then I will acknowledge my error, 
in writing, as I did to you before I had ſeen it. Yea, and 
aſk forgiveneſs too; and hereafter take your part. But 
before I proceed, I cannot but take notice of the ſcriptures 
at the bottom of the title page, Gal. 5, 10, and 1 Cor. 4, 
10: will not all intelligent, diſintereſted perſons look upon 
them like the defendants giving the jury council, if not a 
bribe, before their cauſe comes on. For thoſe ſcriptures 
have nothing to do with the caſe in hand; as the firſt only 
referred to circumciſion, and will only cauſe your opponents 
to caſt their eyes on the 13th verſe, for brethren ye have 
becn called unto liberty, &c.” and the latter is worſe on 
your ſide, as it is a deſcription of the ſtate of the Apoſtles: 
which the purport of your writing is to defend yourſelves 
againſt. But if you will take the Apoſtolic honour of po- 
verty, &c. then there is no alternative: you muſt give up 

our claims to chapel deeds, all the principle and interelt 
of all our funds; the profitable book-trade and all: yea, and 
your private eſtates too (which ſome fear are dearer than 
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right eyes or hands to you). Then you will be called and 
allowed 
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allowed to call yourſelves Chriſt's Apoſtles of the eighteenth 


century—O glorious! 

But now I will paſs on to the pamphlet, hoping for better 
conſiſtency : page 3, line 12, * notwithſtanding all the pains 
that have been taken to make our people believe that the 
preachers are a ſet of down right knaves, or ſomething 
worſe, if that be poſlible, &c.” I never heard, or read of 
any perſons wanting to make our people believe ſo: I ra- 
ther think they accuſe you of wanting to be Popes, or 
Kings, more than knaves; for indeed the term knave is not 
ſo commonly underſtood among the methodiſts, as they do 
not play with game-cards much, if any at all. And if the 
term be in uſe, as applicable to perſons any where in Eng- 
land: it is certainly poſſible you might be far worſe than 
either down- right, or upright knaves. For it does not re- 
quire a very profound antiquary to prove, that it is not 
much more than a hundred years ſince the term knave was 
as good, and the perſon ſo called ſuppoſed as innocent, as 


ſerdant is now. And in molt large ancient houſes, there is 


4 room found, called knaves-hall, i. e. ſervants-hall. $So L 
iuppoſe if vou knew what you wrote, you intended it to 
caſt a black ſhade upon your opponents, by making your 
readers believe they repreſented you as bad as murderers ; 
for you ſay worſe, if that be poſiible, i. e. doubt, whether 
it was poſſible or not.* Now you certainly ſee this is 
wrong: you ſhould not have written ſo, I. 15, &c. “we believe 
it will generally hold good, that none are fo apt to ſuſpect 
others of bad defigns and dichoneſt practices, as thoſe per- 
ſons are, who have ſuch deſigns themſelves, and who feel 
nat they would act in that line, if they had but the oppor- 
tunity fo to do.“ Now 11 you had told what thoſe deſigns 
and practices were, and proved they never were practiced, 
nor deſigned by you; even then it could not have been 
right to caſt out ſuch a bitter reflection as this. But as vou 
have produced no argument, but inſtead of any, this bitter 
ſurmiſing invective, it makes the caſe look black; which 
before was only in appearance darkly ſhaded. . I am ver 
ſorry you have begun ſo badly : ſurely I ſhall find ſomething 
better by and by. 
Line 26. Their piety, labours and uſefulneſs have been 
as ſeldom called in queſtion as that of any of their breth- 
ren.” Now why do you ſpeak thus of your own g0odneſ;, 


It now ignites petty roguery, waggery, &c. 
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vlefulneſs, &c. ſurely if you are ſo, others know it, and 
they ſhould praiſe you, then it would be received ; but that 
which comes from your own lips and pens, I am afraid, 
will have a bad fate. But it ſeems, as tho' you were almoſt 
in deſpair before you have got down one page; for it is 
your own two ſelves you mean in particular, I have no 
doubt. However, you promiſe to try, at the concluſion of 
this page by manifeſtation of the truth, to commend your- 
ſelves to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God.” We 
will ſee how you perform, page 4, line i, We would be 
glad, if the London law ſuit could be everlaſtingly forgot- 
ten.“ we heartily believe you. Again, We bleſs the Lord, 
we ſtand quite clear as to this unhappy piece of buſineſs,” 


(even meaning your two ſelves.) But then, this is only, 


your ſay ſo. If you be clear, who is guilty ? Will you lay 
it all on your brother, Mr. James Rogers? But you do not 
ſay who, therefore, inſtead of proof I am afraid it carries 
on the face of it, evaſion and prevarication. Line 10 to 20 
your inventive genius certainly deſerves praiſe, for ſhewing 
us how they ſhould have ſpoke, and in what light they 
ſhould have looked on you ; but I am afraid if ſome writers 
undertake to anſwer you, they will make your want of proof, 
in ſuch uucommon ſelf-complacency, a very profound proof 
againſt you. Yea, ſome would even ſay, that the fable of 
a certain bird, dreſſing itſelf with the peacock's feathers, is 
very ſtrikingly exemplified :—but I ſpare you, 

Page 5. Two hundred pounds to the houſe ſtewards, and 
we do not know, how any one can blame them juſtly, as 
the premiſes did not clear themſelves,” viz. the New Cha- 
pel, city road, about which, &c. the law ſuit was, that coſt 
nearly two thouſand pounds. And why did not the pre- 
miſes clear themſelves? It is plain enough, becauſe ye 
frighted the ſheep away, that would have fattened the land, 
by ſtriving to make yourſelves burrows in their paſture. 
Again,“ for ſtrang eas it may appear, whatever profits may 
ariſe from the ſale of books now, may fairly be conſidered 
as the fruit of the labour of the preachers, and therefore 
their own property to all intents and purpoſes. Every one 
muſt acknowledge the magazine is entirely our own.” If 
bold aſſertions could make them ſo, (and take off thoſe 
appearances), you have done your part ; but there 1s no 
proof nor the leaſt appearance of truth. On the contrary, 
I fay they are no more your own, than the chapels, &c. are 


all your own ye preach in, &c. 
F FS . 
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P. 6. I. 1. If any one will charge us with having vio. 
lated Mr. Weſley's will, we ſhall make it appear in due 
time that they are miſtaken,” why don't you make it ap- 
pear now? If ever that due time come, it is certain it muſt 
be after you have got it into your power. (Which the 
Almighty forbid the truſtees &c. ſhould even be ſuch duped 
fools). In the ſame way as William of Normandy, (now 
more than ſeven hundred years ſince) made it appear that 
he could ſell, or give away mot or all the Eſtates &c. in 


England; when he had deſtroyed, or turned out the right 


owners, and taken poſſeſſion, by force or fraud. P. 7.1.7. 


but at any rate let no one blame us &c,” That is as 
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: E . e SS 


much as to ſay, come come ; at any rate help us out of 
theſe pits, we did not dig intentionally for ourſelves. P. 8. 
I. 10. If our ſalvation had depended upon it we could 
have done no better,” If you had been directed to go 
South from London, but inſtead of doing it, by your own 
will you went North ; you might have arrived in Yorkſhire: 


proceeding as much farther, you might be in North Britain. 
But who would believe you, if you ſaid we could not have gone 


South 20 miles, if our ſalvation had depended upon it. 


I.. 13. We had much rather have ſaid nothing at all 


about it, a matter ſo exceedingly painful,” viz, the Law 
Suit, &c, We heartily believe you in this. But then why 


1s it ſo painful? truly becauſe you could not get what ye 


wanted: could not get, and keep hold of all the property, 
and power ye had in view. And indeed, /uch glory (as that 
Was in your view)! being departed never to return, you may 
well ſay how . the remembrance? p. 7. * it is not at 


al unlikely that 


e (Mr. K.) may have heard ſome of the 


Preachers talk as extravagantly as himſelf.” So I under- 


D 


frond there were many, not only talked but alſo wrote, but I 
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cannot tell what way they have eſcaped, unleſs they all laid 
their hands upon Mr. K's head, and confeſſed their ſins, 
and he became ſcape goat for them all; when you turned 


kim out into the Wilderneſs of this World. Lev. xvi. 21. 
again“ it muſt be acknowledged, to his praiſe that Mr. 


K. can write in a very extraordinary, that is to ſay, in a 
very unreaſonable manner: and ſome others have copied 
his example; and there are people weak, or wicked enough 
:0 believe what they ſay,” ſo if he writes truth, by your 


.. aſſertion, people are weak or wicked, if they believe truth. 


But ſuppoſing your's is not ſo true, you will call them wiſe 
and godly, if they believe you. Every impartial * 
W 
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will believe this is a mere ill-natured, yea a more wicked 
ſentence, than Mr, Kilham, or any of the truſtees ever 
wrote. You apply all that is bad to your opponents, but 
you do not ſee yourielves.—I will tell you how to avoid 
this errour in future. Fancy you ſee your own words com- 
ing out of his mouth, or pen: then it is plain you would 
not like them; you would ſoon feel them full of ſpleen, 
wormwood, and gall. | 
P'. 8, 1. 5. Your invention again is on the full ſtretch to 
adorn yourſelves with pencock feathers, and to tar and fea- 
ther your opponents, inſtead of letting ns ſee both fides as 
you are. © They laboured, &c. as much when there was 
no fand, nor fixed quarterage, &c.” In anſwer, I fay when 
it was fo, did not the friends receive the preachers as the 
angels of God ? ſo that they never lacked any thing. And 
afterward both of you always had the addreis to be in fa- 
vour with Mr. W. fo were in the greateſt places. As cer- 
tainly all who know you, will allow you always had, at leaſt, 
one needful qualification for apoſtles, or evangelilts: conſe- 
quently you have known little, (but by hear ſay) of any 
hardſhips, wants, or perſecutions. Again, “ Mr. K. in the 
very firſt tage of his travels, entered into preſent pay and 
good quarters.” I do not know what Mr. K. did, büt J 
think 1 know from the year 79 to 93 both the preachers, 
and people called Mechodiſts were moie than doubled in 
their numbers, and chicfly by freſh ſocieties, and the 
younger preackers moſtly the inſtruments of it, under the 
Almighty. L. 19 to 34 is concerning Mr. K's beginning 
to travel, which I ipoke of in my 6rit letter from what | 
had heard, and TI lee it here, as it was told me. L. 35 you 
begin aiking if Mr. K. has been of any uſe in the connec- 
tion? this is ſuch a method of endeavouring to ſtrip a man, 
and then expoſe him in nakedneſs, to ſhame, as certainly 
greatly injures your characters. Ido not know, but J ſup- 
poſe, he was never before accuſed, nor <ven ſuſpected of 
alelefineſs. But now you have turned him out, like the 


caraged Queen againit Jane Shore, vou would bind up 


every body's good will from him: and draw up the ſluice 
doors of Malevolence! that all the iil may flow upon him 
freely. From what you write, ſhould we not think it 
would be agreeable to you, to ice or hear of a Kilham's 


ditch; where he periſhed, and have it perpetuated to poſ- 


terity, like Shore ditch in London. If one of you two. 


had been turned out, as he was, would not the other of 
you 


1 


0 you have paſted this very ſame libel on his back ? I fully 


ee 


elieve you would. L. 44 what you ſay about Dr. Sache- 
verel, and afterward calling him mad Doctor, 1s not pious, 
nor ſeemly in you; perhaps you know his relations &c. are 
out of time as well as himſelf; ſo that no one will call you 
to account. You ſpoke of an old adage in the laſt page; 
I will here remind you of a more pious and ſignificant one 
which I recommend you to obſerve in future: viz. % of the 
dead, and the abſent, ſay nothing but good.” 
I. 46. We think it will puzzle the reader (not alittle) 


to find out any thing extraordinary in what he has publiſhed, 


except an extraordinary degree of aſſurance, impertinence, 
inſolence, and uncharitableneſs, unequalled by any man 
that ever bore the name of methodiſt,” Worſe, and worſe ; 
your own words, with propriety may be applied to your- 
felves, however! For reviling, I do not remember ever 
ſeeing your equal, in print, of any denomination : and I 
have ſeen nothing worſe of his, than endeavouring to re- 
late diſagreeable matters of fact; as far as he could nnd 
out the truth. He has even ventured to obey St. James, 


in not having reſpect to perſons ; but endeavoured to op 


you as the ſervants of Chriſt, from proceeding any farther 


to diſobey that particular command of your Lord, Mark 10, 
42, 3, 4, but Jeſus called them to him, and ſaith unto them, 
ve know that they which are accounted to rule over the 
Gentiles, exerciſe Lordſhip over them. But ſo ſhall it no: 
be among you: but whoſoever will be great among yon 
fhall be your ſervant. And whoſocver of you will be the 
chiefeſt ſhall be ſervant of all. Did you ever read this in 
your lives? but what we mean, by extraordinary in his 


- writings, it is not likely that his readers expected it. But 
O, that you could but ſee yourſelves! for if he had revile;l 


vou with theſe foul epithets, we ſhoald not have had 0 
good an opinion of him. But as it is you that have done 
it, you ſink greatly in our eſteem; and proportionab!y 


raiſe him. And has not one man the ſame right as another I 


had not he the ſame right to call you ſo, as you him? turely 
this extraordinary degree of impertinenc', inſelence, and anche 
ritableneſs, unegqualled, rebounds back upon yourſelves with, 
redoubled force; like heated cannon balls, to fire and fink 


pour own ſhip. 


P. 9. I. 1. We beg leave to ak, is there a ſingle branch 
of the doctrine of Chriſt which he endeavours to ſet in 


- a Clearer light, than any one before him has done,” why 
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did you not beg leave to aſk, if he had ever endeavoured to 


fly to the Moon, to fetch better intelligence concerning 
thoſe daik places which appear upon 4 this either 
proves you truly ignorant, or elſe is a piece of ignorant 
cunning ; to turn the attention of your readers from what 
Mr. K. has really writen about! ot do#rines, but your prac- 
zices to gain and keep funds, chapels, powwer to make and cxg- 
cute Laws, &c. &c. 

L. 7.“ But it may be ſaid without any breach of charity, 
that all he has hitherto written has a direct tendency to di- 
vert the people from every thing ſerious, ſpiritual, and 
heavenly.” Not truly ſo, unleſs you wean only ſuch ſeri- 
ouſneſs, as was at the building of Babel, and your Babel at 
Litchficld, &c. Nor every thing ſpiritual, except ſpiritual 
wickedneſs in high places (of methovift preachers confe- 
rence), &c. Eph. vi. 12. Nor from every thing heavenly, 
except ſueh a heaven as that you was fitting in, from which 
you called down (or rather up) to your brother, in/z/ence / 
impertinence ! Cc. Se, after you had cait him into as low a 
hell as yu could, Abraham did not fay fo to his hereto- 
fore rich ſon, whom God had ſedt into hell. Luke xvi. 28. 

I.. 11. You call yourſelves the ſocieties {/iritna! fa- 
ther;,”” O what you would be if you could! How you catch 
theſe opportunities to ſlide theſe words into the people's 
moutks! O how big you would be if you could be called 
the right reverend fithers in God, lord biſhops of the me- 
thodiſt epiſcopal ſocieties !! L. 12. © Strip them of every 
ſhred of reitgion,” 1 ay then, in this however, may the 
Almighty God ſucceed him! And may all chriftians ſay, 
amen! And pray, O Lord, grant Meſſrs. P. and M. a 
whole garment of religion; for they have contended about 
the ſhreds of it too long already, and have got nothing to 
do them good by it, but the people's eyes open to fee it. 

L. 13. The fruitful field turned to a wildernels.“ If 
there be any truth at all in this, 1 hope it is only the field of 
paſſive obedience to your words and rules, without conk- 
dering the words and laws of Chriit: and that at beſt tho? 
ſweet to you at preſent is but poor grub eaten, and blown 
ſummer ſruit. And Tuch we Know will not keep for the 
winter of death and judgment, 

L. 15. There we ſhall find confuſion, ſtrife, &c. and 
every man's ſword againſt J. is fellow.“ "the work of this 
kind Jever heard cr ſaw in my life, was a furious partiſan on 
your fide, and J hope never to hear the Goſpel ſo diſgraced 
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again, while I do live; nor a methodiſt preacher ſo debaſe 
himſelf. And what you ſay about his books being given 
him on his trial, with the places marked to juſtify yourſelves 
now; You do not tell us, that his triers ordered that to be 
done. No! But being done by one who had ſenſe enough 
to know your proceedings were ſo black., they would never 
bear to be looked back upon but with horrour. And now 
when it turns out ſo, you ſhelter yourſelves under the 
humane act of that individual perſon, to cry out againſt his 
conſcience, L. 3o. © With what ſupreme contempt has 
Mr. K. treated thoſe venerable men ;”” 1 tay with what ſu- 
preme attempts you ſtrive to get yourſelves called by what 
you eſteem fire names. Now wencrable charms you! At 
laſt however you come to one particular inſtance, you ſay, 
is intirely falle. 'I he biſhops plan you ſay was not brought 
forward at all at Mancheſter, as he ſaid it had been in three 
different forms. Whether Mr. P. or Mr. K. write moſt 
true I carnot tell: but this I know you do want to be ſome 
kind of heads. And we know Regent, ProteQor, Emperor 
Ke. may not have the name of King in them. So as the 
name of Biſhop could not be admitted; it might as you ſay 
be out of the queſtion ; but not out of the meaning. For 
no doubt all the power and advantage would be couched in 
your ſcheme of policy. When you had ſaid this, you went 
on boaſting as tho* you had got a compleat victory, faying 
ho could the preachers with a good conſcience ſuffer 
ſach a man to continue among them.” It may be faid 
your conſciences might have been full as good, if the 
wrongs coinplained of had been put away, and the faithful 
remonſtrators kept as your choiceſt friends. 

P. 9. Concludes thus, * We will venture to affirm frow 
our own knowledge of the preachers (meaning yourſelves) 
that they have on all occaſions ſhewed themſelves ready to 
reform whatever was amiſs, according to their power,“ 
Shew ing, and being fo, are quite different but if my cha- 
rity can admit you to mean what you ſay, it cannot admit 
you ſaying, plain enough, what you do really mean: which 
muſt be what vou call amiſs in others! But not, ſurely what 
was amiſs in vourſelves. 

P. 10. l. 1. And have always.chcarfully adopted ſuch 
rales, as tended to promote peace and love, and the increaſe 
of the work.” The Papiſts have often told us as poſitively 
that all their religion would be for our good, and particy- 
lariy, that bread and wine are real fle hand blood; but we 
| Proteſtants 
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3 cannot yet believe them. L. 5. Vou call Mr. 
. ** a mere ſtripling, who entered into the fruit of your la- 
bours,”” I have ſpoke to this p. 8. I. 20. theſe bitter invec- 
tives ſhall have no other anſwer. L. 11. Some local 
preachers have taken the liberty to make excurſions into 
different circuits, and have lived upon, and collected money 
among the people, &c.” So it ſeems they obeyed Jeſus 
Chriſt, and did not provide victuals to carry with them; 
when they went perhaps to ſupply ſome of your lack of 
ſervice. But O! if it was true, you give us to underſtand, 
how painful it is for you to know that the leaſt bit of griſt 
goes paſt your mill. So you ſay you made rules, &c. lam 
afraid ſome wall call them bulls. 

L. 19.“ Very improper perſons have written and ciren- 
lated printed letters.“ But you do not tell us why they are 
improper ; no, it is like all the red, you would have us to 
twallow down all you ſay unchewed. But we know you 
mean againſt yourſelves. As to what you ſay about Mr. 
Weſley and the money, I will only jult add here, to what 
I faid in my laſt letter, the people who live in the fens, and 
make uſe of what they call a ſtalking-horſe, behind which 
they go to ſhoot the fowl; would ſay, behind the revered 
name of Mr. Weſley, you ſhoot at the methodifts paſſions, 
that when they, as wings are wounded, the body of reaſon 
may not be borne up, to look into your affairs in the court 
of impartiality, | 

L. 34. ** Open your eyes before it be too late, do not drive 
all the honeſt and pious men among us out of the vineyard.” 
We begin to open them now and ſce you driving many ſuch 
away, or making them fycophants for a piece of bread, in 
the prieſt's office; for where are all thoſe honeſt, pious, 
travelling preachers now, who laſt year, at this time, coin- 
cided, yea, co-operated with Mr. K.? nave they not ſtruck 
thoſe honeſt colours, and hoiſted ſuch as they think may 
paſs your ſuppoſed great ordnance? I am ſorry for them, 
for if they had not done fo, nor ſteered off ſo fur to lee- 
ward, they would have found them only painted port- holes 
in the ſhip's ſides, 

L. 36. “ You really diſtreſs us beyond meaſure. Alas 
brethren will you break the hearts of your old tried ſer— 
vants, not to ſay fathers, who have laboured, &c.” I am ſorry 
to ſay with impartiallity, this can be called nothing better 
than whining cant; and if we conſider it with what imme- 
diately follows it, as crocodile tears, with crocodile teeth! 
for in the very ſame breathing you fay, „Will you follow 
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this poor, vain, ſelf-ſufficient young man, &c.” Here yon 
ſhew us your ſpleen and gall, and caſt your words as ſwords, 
fire-brands and death. 

L. 48. Their (the peoples) intereſt and happineſs were 
kept in view.“ We are not doubting of it in the beſt ſenſe 
years back, but of late, and at preſent, if you view it, 
would you not keep it out of their view? or only let them 
view it as the farmers view. hares, partridges, &c. living 
upon their corn, &. But I need not explain it farther. 

Page 11, l. 53. Again you call yourſelves the people's 
ſpiritual fathers. I du:it not let ſo much of this pais with- 
out telling you, 1t is fulſome for you to repeat it io often, 
Suppoſing a few are ſo, it ſhews you want A 
Literally it would be tulſome for a man, before company, 
to be often Kiſling his children, and reminding them they 
were his, &c. 

L. 20. * You bring in the Sol. that Mr. K. I ſuppoſe 
had mentioned as having fled away; you meant to ſay 
ſomething, as that you had not given it wings; but you 
had better ſaid nothing at all, unleſs after ſweeping, &c. 
more diligently you had found it, then if like the woman 
in the goipel you had called us, we would have rejoiced 
with you, 

L. 40. * Indeed the account of our expenditure is ſo 
very badly printed, that it is extremely difficult (you ſhould 
have aid impoſſible) to make it out, ſo that it does not 
give our friends the ſatisfation we withed, and on this ac- 
count the whole 1; now repriated,”” Query -Was it not ſo 
deſignedly printed at firit, to ſerve as puzzle peggs? But 
you now ſee that will not do. We heartily believe what 
you ſay in the note at the bottom of the 11 p. viz. that you 
could do vour buſineſs better with fewer perſons preſent. 
Yea, betier to your own minds: that is, let neither the 
people nor (but few of) the preachers know how or what 
you do! as you have done as far and as long as you could; 
but now the candle is lighted and they Will ice. 

P. 17. * Whether the money aniwers the account or 
not, we are ſure that none of it is taken away by any one.“ 
I think, neither Pope nor Mahomet ever pretended to iuch 
infallibility as this! If ang one can ſwallow this mountain, 
we need not fear bat he will drink up che largeſt river in 
Europe to rinſe it down. Vou begin the 18 p. with ſaying 
you believe it was quite a-new thought of the Achton 
friends to think they had a right to know what became of 
the profits of the whole book trade. You are quite w 

taken 
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taken indeed, if you really thought as you ſay. For every 
intelligent perſon knows, that the books and printing uten- 
fils were left for and to the whole Methodiſts in Europe; 
and the committee, printers, &c. are ſervants and pilots of 
the ſhip; and muſt, if they do juſtly, give faithful ſatisfac- 
tory accounts to the whole company of owners; or elſe they 
w1ll be pirates inſtead of pilots. 

I am ſorry to ſay the 19 p. looks like fawning, &c. eſpe- 
cially as you ſay Rome was not builtin a day;“ and you 
beg the people to be patient; I think you have thrown off 
the veil here: did you deſign it? or ſome ſpirit deceived 
you? 1 Kings, xxii, 20. to 24. What, ſay they! have 
22 while you build your ſpiritual Anti-Methodiſtical 

ome, and bring in all thoſe ſhreds of religion you ſpoke 
of before! And indeed your immediate concluding ſcriptures 
plainly ſhew us, you are aiming at it; by taking the ſtrongeſt 
Apoſtolical injunctions to yourſelves. By ſo doing, how 
plainly you tell us your earneſt deſire of being eſteemed, 
not as the Apoſtles were in their own days! but as ſome 
ſimple people imagine the Apoſtles would be, if they were 
now uponearth and with us. Upon the whole, I have found 


this piece ſo much worſe than I would have had it to have 


been, that F cannot but turn again to the knave in the be- 
inning, and tell you from Chriſt himſelf, Mark x. 44. 
hoſoever of you will be the chiefeſt ſhall be the ſervant 
of all. Yes, whoſoever ſtrives to uſurp power, &c. in your 
religious government take that always as a proof, ſuch per- 
ſons are not fit to be truſted at all. Therefore never let 
them be any more than menial ſervants in your church.— 
To conclude—Inſtead of bringing arguments like a ftrong 
north wind, to drive away the miſls, and clear your own 
elements, I have found nothing but ſhrewd reflections 
and bitter invectives; which like the broad flakes of ſnow, 
in this month of February, deſcending promiſcuouſly from 
heavy laden clouds, driven by a keen black eaſterly wind, 
may, indeed, for a ſhort time darken the atmoſphere, and 
ſcare the lambs under the ſpray, but when once they touch 
the ground (of truth) meltaway ; and the ſun of Revelation 
breaking thro? the gloom again, clears the air of reaſon, 
and ſhining brighter afterwards, the day of evangelical 
religion ſeems finer than before. 

P. S. You may pleaſe to obſerve, I think, by the ſtile, 
&c. this piece was moſtly written by Mr. P. But, tho?” he 
writes with apparent profoundeſs, yet when you examine 
\ Judiciouſly, he does not always like Sampſon, iu the ſtrongth 
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of his commiſſion, take the gates (of common ſenſe) and 


P the poſts (of reaſon on which they hang) along with him, 
(Judges, xvi. 3.) But ſometimes chmbs over, or gets 


2 thro? them, and fo goes lightly away up the hill of contro- 
verſy, without the great weight of them. 


of is ſo ridiculous and idolatrous, if I had it to write again I 
would put in, Mat. xxiii. 9. with ſuitable ſcriptural expla- 


nation. 


one: where I went to preach Mr. 
their converſation he referred ſomething to me; but I re- 
plied, I go to preach and teach the way of ſalvation, in 
3 ſeveral places, but I would rather not ſay any thing about 


N. B. That about ſpiritual fathers, &c. ſo much of it, 


ADDENDA. 
EVERAL circumſtances have concurred to oblige me at 
laſt to publiſh theſe manuſcripts. I ſhall only mention 
was there. In 


* thoſe affairs. Mr. ——— ſaid, it was reported quite the 


contrary ; that I had endeavoured for ſome time to turn the 


people to what was called Kilham's party. The maſter of 


the houſe ſaid, I am ſure that is intirely falſe, for Mr. 


Shaw teaches nothing but the doctrines of the goſpel 
> againſt fin, &c. and for holineſs, in public, and the ſame to 
Jour families in private. | 
I deſired Mr. to give me ſome proof for what he 
had ſaid, but he could not: but after a long pauſe, he ſaid, 
the laſt ſermon in our chapel might be thought ſo of, — The 
maſter of the houſe again ſaid, I heard particular commen- 
ation of that ſermon, but not a word of that kind, Mr. 
4 then proceeded, ſaying, all perſons not liking the 
proceedings of the preachers, ſhould take themſelves out of 
the ſociety ; and all preachers not agreeing with conference, 
mould leave the connexion, and be quiet and ſay nothing. 
As I found I mult ſay ſomething to him, 1 propoſed an 
argument which might be uſed on the contrary ſide. If it 
is not poſſible all can think alike, circumſtances may be 
made ſo tolerable, that unity and friendſhip in the worſhip 
A nd ſervice of God need not be broken. But the caſe of a 
travelling preacher and his family is different in temporal 
things: e a trading company, if one cannot agree with 
the reſt, an inventory is taken, and he draws out his full 
are of the preſent ſtock. But to bring it to the right 
| 22k brother you are father of many children, 


{uppoling you to go into another country and leave your 
Houſe, buſineſs, and property to be carried on and enjoyed 
by all your children; if then they differ about the W 
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of houſe- Keeping, Ke. Woßld it be right for the ſtronget 
ſicde td turn the other out of bufinefs- and out of doors, 


 aleed? Ko, Again, if people always ſubmitted, as you 


ſay, N never have been chriſtians at all; but only 
read Akt iu, 34, and => may learn better, if you pleaſe. 
Wen ihe Nomiſh church was ſo corrupt they could not 
have helped themſelves if they had always ſabmitted. Mr. 
ad nay, the proteſtants left all and went away 
— * L ſaid, O brother Lam ſorry you ſay ſo, it muſt 
urely be for want of confideration :* for the Pope claimed 
Mb the church fands and livings; yea the crown and king- 
all nations. But the king of England, &c. 
and the princes, &c- in Germany, &c. knew better; and 
ſo do all their fueceſſors in churches, ſtates, and communi- 
ties, except thi meothodifts. Nr. — then got up and 
went away, though kindly invited to Nay to tea, by the 
m=—r and ms of the houfe. While he held the latch of 
the door in his hand, I begged him to take a word of cau- 
tion: viz. never attempt to defend a cauſe in future, with - 


out looking round it, &c. But as be fell ſhort in argument 


he endeavoured to make it up another way. 

The following facts cannot eſcape notice. You may 
let them Have what weight with you ye pleaſe. 1. That 
Mr. H-—— was % ſtruck by an inviſible power (as above 
related.) After continuing a few days was brought home in 
a chaiſe, but was long before he recovered. 2. Mr. 
who thanked him for his good diſcourſe, fell over his hor/e 
(as he was attempting to get on) upon his head, and was 

o hurt, that he ſcarce knew any thing for a long time after 
he got to bed. It was a wonder neither his ſcull nor neck 
was: broke, it was ſuch a ſhocking fall. | 

3. Mr. 8. M. circuit ſteward, for many—onany years to ge- 


ther, who is ſo obſequious to the aſſiſtant's will, was hurt 


with his bor/e, ſo that he was laid up for many weeks, and 
indeed has been ill ever ſince: I ſaw him laſt week (not in 
bed) more like a corpſe than any thing elſe. 3 

All theſe happened in a few days after laſt quarter day. 
O! ye methodiſts who are tempted to ſhrink in your trials, 
and yield to the uſurping preachers who wiſh to govern, 
without your conſent, remember, Archbiſhop Cranmer's 
hand with which he ſigned. Od yield. notgagainſt your 


Judgments, conſciences, children and futuge generations! 
I thus, at laſt, when I ſee the moſt need ſtep forword to be- 
ſeech Yon. © look to the Lord, he is able, he is willing to 

keep you; e is on your ſide - with your brother and ſervant, 


THOMAS SHAW. 


